The Men of Datchworth
who fell in the World Wars of
191418 and 1935

The war memorial at All Saints
Church, Datchworth carries the
names of those men who died
in service of their country
during theWorld Wars of
191418 and 193H5. Detalils
=7 of their lives and circumstances
= of their deaths, where known,
are commemorated hera
orderthat ...

We shall remember them.

(This information was researched afidt compiled by
Malcolm Tebbutin 2014 anchas since been updated



FIRST
WORLD
WAR




STANLEY WILLIAM ARNOLD

Bornin 1899a Datchworth boy, Stanley Arnold was the son of
Thomas and AnnierAold and lived at Bridge Foot in Brookbridge
Lane with his two younger brotherdrthur and Reginaldnd two
younger sistersEvelyn and Dorothy

He signed up with the Lincolnshire Regiment towards the enldeof
War along with John Bennetivent to Frage and was killed almost
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Hisdeath cametragically close to o A
the end of the War on'® ERY
September 1918vhen he was
only19. His grave is in the .
Lebucquiere Communal Cemeterf =4
in Francgonly a few miles from |
the grave ohis friend, John , |
Bennett)and a rose was placed ot
it in May 2014 ;
{drytseoa yrasSOSH
still holds his personal effects as &
found on the body and returned gt ;
to his family.He is also Stanley William Amold's Gravestone
remembered by his nephew

Stephen Arnold.



In Memory of

Private
S W Arnold
42804, 7th Bn., Lincolnshire Regiment who died on 05 September 1918 Age 19

Son of T. W. and Annie Arnold, of Bridge Foot, Datchworth, Stevenage, Herts.

Remembered with Honour
Lebucquiere Communal Cemetery Extension

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Lebucquiere Communal Cemetery
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Lebucquiere Communal Cemetery
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Correspondence.
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Stanley's Medal Record



JOHN BENNETT

The son of George and Florence Bennett of Burnham Green, John had two
brothers and two sisters. He must have signed up with the Lincolnshire
Regiment along with his schoolfriend, Stanley Arnold towards the end of the
War. Their Regimental numbers anelyp 11 apart.

John lasted even less time in the trenches than his friend, dying BiMa8ch

1918. His body now lies in the Hermies Hill British Cemetery, just a few miles
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for many years after the War.

Close up of John Bennett's Gravestone
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Entrance to Hermies Hill British Cemetery



In Memory of

Private

John Bennett

42815, 7th Bn., Lincolnshire Regiment who died on 10 March 1918 Age 19

Son of George and Florence Bennett, of Burnham Green, Welwyn, Herts.

Remembered with Honour
Hermies Hill British Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




REGINALD ERNEST CAMPKIN

Born on 21 February 1891, in Brixton, LondRaggievas a teryearold
schoolboy living aJersey Lodgm Bulls Millon the River Beane between
Waterford and Stapleforavith his parentsRonald and Minnie Campkat the
time of the 1901 censuslis grandparents, Thomas and Emily Campkin (and
AuntOliveand UncleThomas livedat the adjoiningarm at Waterford Hall.

At the time of thenextcensus in April 191Reggiehad started workn the
theatre andwasboarding with a family of theatre workers in Wimbledon
whilst his parentsvere living inAddison RoadBedford Park



By 1912at the age of 21he had become a Theatrical Managprobably at
the New Wimbledon Theatre, which opened on 26 December Ht) n
October of that yearReggie marrietfilda Hargreaves in All Souls Church,
Marylebone.Reggie is recorded as livinglaiA & LJIBedBrg Bagk @ddress

between us, \WLAMIN . JIAT WS [FY AT T3 m— - y - /
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on his marriage record.

The couplevent on to have two little girlsJoan and Hilda

Reggidought with the 4" Battalion
of the Royal Fusiliers as a Second
' Lieutenantnumber 765220In
August 1914the 4th Battaliorwas
amongst the very first British forces
to land in Francafter the
declaration of waandthey went on
to take up position on the canal

. bank at Mons in Belgium.

Reginaldvas killed in action o
March28", 1918at the age o27. A
family story says he was shot by a
sharpshooter on the Vimy Ridge,
which is just to the north of Arras
and the site okeveral memorials,
includingthe gigantic Canadian
Memorial andone to the
Newfoundland volunteers who




were nearly wiped out there.

As he has no known graveg Is remembered on the Arras Memorial in
Northern Franceand a rose was placed below his entry on the memorial in

May 2014. His name is very high up, so the mamddnot be placedalongside
it.

A rose placed beneath it

Reggie's name high up on the Arras Memorial
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interesting. It seems to say that his Victory
Medal was found by the Police off ®ecember

1922 in Hove, Sussex and returned to the authorities. Could that medal still be
held for the next of kin?

Arras Cemetery and Memorial
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And finally, what is the Datchworth connection? According to the
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In Memory of

Second Lieutenant

Reginald Ernest Campkin

4th Bn., London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers) who died on 28 March 1918

Son of Ronald W. and Minnie A. Campkin, of The Limes, Datchworth, Herts.

Remembered with Honour
Arras Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




WILLIAM ELLIS

William Ellis was a 16 year old farm labourer living with his Auntie Mary and
various cousins in Burnham Green at the time of the 1911 Census. One of the
cousins was Joshua Threader, who lived in Bramfield Road, Datchworth for
many years.

They had all meed here as a family from Water End Farm, Sandriddrere
William was born

Like several local people, he joined the Bedfordshire Regiment and died at the
age of only 25 on 6 April 1918. His body lies in the Gommecourt British
Cemetery No 2, in Hebuteemear Arras in Northern Franead a rose was

placed on the grave in May 2014

Gommecourt British Cemetery

William Ellis' Gravestone



In Memory of

Private
W Ellis

15706, 6th Bn., Bedfordshire Regiment who died on 06 April 1918 Age 25

Remembered with Honour
Gommecourt British Cemetery No.2, Hebuterne
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Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




CHARLES WIIAM FRANCIS

Born in Bermondsey, the son of a brewers Drayman, he was known as William
Francis to avoid confusion with his father, Charles. His mother, Elizabeth died
when he was still quite young and his father is a widower by the time of the
1901 Census.

The famiy moved from Bermondsey to Hooks Cross, where they ran the Three
Horseshoes Pubefore the War

Charles joined the Rifle Brigade well before the War on 28 January 1903 at the
age of 18. His Service record shows he measured 5 feet 4 inches tall and
weighed 8 stone at that time. He would have been one of the first to go to War
as part of the Expeditionary Force and was the first death amongst all those
remembered on the Datchworth War Memorial, having falégnypreson 26

April 1915.

He is remembered on the Menin Gate at Ypresknown grave being
identified for him. A rose was placed alongside his name on the Menin Gate in
May 2014.

MeninGate, Ypres /| KENXI SaQ yIFYS 2y GKS



In Memory of

Rifleman

Charles Willilam Francis

9654, 1st Bn., Rifle Brigade who died on 26 April 1915 Age 31

Son of Charles Francis, of Hook's Cross, Watton at Stone, Hertford, and the late Elizabeth Francis.

Remembered with Honour
Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial
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Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




THOMAS GEORGRIFFIN

Born the son of John and Emily Griffin in Watton at Stone in 1897, Thomas was
living at the Wharfing Cottages in Stapleford (aged 4) at the time of the 1901
census with his parents, three older brothers and three older sisters. By the
age of 14n 1911, he was living with his sister, Edith and her husband, Fred in
Essendon, where he worked as a farm labourer.

He joined the Bedfordshire
Regiment with his older brother,
Fred, whose service number was
12871, only 25 before Thomas.
Whilst Fred survived the War to
draw a pension, Thomas died age
21 on 23 April 1917.

His name is listed on the Arras
Memorial in nathern France, as
well as on the Datchworth War
Memorial and the Howardsgate
War Memorial in Welwyn Garden
City.

A rose was laidt the foot of the
panel on which his name appearec
(high up)on the Arras Memorial in
May 2014




In Memory of

Thomas G. Griffin

12896, 4th Bn., Bedfordshire Regiment who died on 23 April 1917

Remembered with Honour
Arras Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




WILLIAM HIPGRAVE

Born in Burnham Green in 1888, the son of cowman, Henry Hipgvéieam
was a twelveyearold schoolboy living in Burnham Green Lane with two
younger brothers, Robert and Walter, two younger sisters, Mabel and Mary
and an older sister, Emily at the time of the April 1901 Census. The following
year, he had another btber, Herbert, who went on to live in White Horse
Lane, Burnham Green later in life.
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repatriated to England to hospital on October 2, 19d8le William was still

fighting. This nust have been a shock to his large family. But worse was to

come.

2 AfEAFYZ HK2 KIR 22AYSR (KS b2NF2f1 wS
LJdza ok £3% October 1918pnly two weeks before the end of the War. This

news would have come just aset family were concerned about the fate of

Walter, whose Service Record shows he died in hospital of Meningitis"dn 30

August 1919.
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has a Commonwealth War

Graves Commission gravestone in

the west part of the Datchworth

All Saints graveyard. Both

William and Walter were

awarded the Victory medal

posthumously.

2 At tEAFYQAa YIYS | LILIS
Memorial at Vis en Artois in
Northern France and a rose was

William Hipgrave's name on the Vis en Artois Memorial laid near his name in May 2014



Vis en Artois War Memorial and Cemetery




In Memory of

William Charles Hipgrave

39325, 9th Bn., Norfolk Regiment who died on 23 October 1918

Remembered with Honour
Vis-En-Artois Memorial
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Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




JOHN LISLES

Jack Lisles, as he was known, was a farm labourer living with his widowed
mother in Hollybush Cottages at the
time of the 1911 census, onlyfaw

doorsaway from Bert Scaldanother
casualty of the War)He later moved to j
Hitchin where he enlisted witthe 8th
Battalion Bedfordshire Regiment

Hewas near Cecil Tyler when Cecil wa
killed an 14" August 1916s, according
to Alan Tyler, hevrote a letter of
AeYLIl GKe G2 [/ SOAf

Tragically, Jack himself died only 6
weeks later on 28 September 1916.

He must have returned home woundec
as he is one of only twiirst World War
casuadiies listed on the Datchworth Wa
Memorial, who are actually buried in

the All Saints Churchyard. His grave IS John Lisles Gravestone in Datchworth All Saints Church
under a tree against the western

boundary of the churchyardnd bears a special messagguested byhis

family.
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He is also commemorated on the Hitchin War Memoirial



In Memory of

Private

J Lisles

16930, 8th Bn., Bedfordshire Regiment who died on 28 September 1916 Age 28

Son of Mrs. Lisles, of 9, Brampton Park Rd., Hitchin.

Remembered with Honour
Datchworth (All Saints) Churchyard

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




ARTHUR MEDHURST

Born in Islington in 1882, Arthur moved to Datchworth with his mother,
Pamela and brother, Harry. In 1891, he was living in Govers Green with his
mother, brother, stepfather, Henry Wray, step brothers Alfred and Frederick
and stepsister Emily. By 191F had moved to New Southgate, aged 30
where hewasworkingas a Greengrocer andilng with his stepsister, Emily
who isby now married to George Rowe.

Arthur signed up with thd 1" Battalion,Rifle Brigadeln 1917 they were in
action during he German retreat to the Hindenburg Line, The Battle of
Langemarck, The Battle of the Menin Road Ride, Battle of Polygon Wood
and the Cambrai Operations.

Arthur died on 17" April 1917 aged 36one of the older casualties

He was buried in the Etrat Churchyard Extension in Etretat near Le Havre,
France British No1 General Hospital was established in Etretat, so it is likely
Arthur was wounded (or otherwise sick) before he qiaslthere was little or

no fighting here.A Rose was placed on his gean September 2014 by
Beverely Tapper.
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In Memory of

A Medhurst

S/8089, 11th Bn., Rifle Brigade who died on 07 April 1917

Remembered with Honour
Etretat Churchyard Extension

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




HERBERT SCALES

Herbert (usually know as Bert) was born in Datchworth, the son of ploughman

and general farm labourer, Richard Scales and his wife Ann. He had a younger
brother, Fred an older sister Beatrice and older brothers, William, Richard and
Alfred. The family\ed at Hollybush Cottages in Datchworth, just round the
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Herbert had just left school when the Census was taken in April 1911. He
joined the 2f' Battalion of the Manchester Regiment and died at the age of
just 20 on 4 October 1917. He is one of the many for whom no grave exists,
as the body was lost in battle. However his name is remembered both on the
Datchworth War Memorial and on the Great Tyne Cot Memorial in Flanders.







In Memory of

Lance Corporal
Herbert Scales
51530, 21st Bn., Manchester Regiment who died on 04 October 1917 Age 20

Son of Richard and Arm Scales, of Holly Bush Cottages, Datchworth, Stevenage, Herts.

Remembered with Honour
Tyne Cot Memorial




WALTER SHADBOLT

Christened in Tewin on 14 November 188&lter Shadbolt lived in Tewin

with his parentsArthur and Elizabeth and a large family of brothers and
sisters. He had four older brothers, William, Ronald, Henry and Ernest, one
older sister, Anie, two younger brothers, Joseph and Beréird twoyounger
sisters Edith and BessiQuite a family!

Before the War, he worked in the Watercress fields alongside the B1000 and in
1913, at the age of 24, he married Rosetta Willsher.

From this rather idyic sounding life, he joinethe Northants Regnent
(number20312§ and later moved to thdlachine Gun CorpsHedied on 3f'
July 1917 aged 30.

His wiferemarried after his death and lived at Bridgefoot Villa in Datchworth
But shesaw to it that his ame was listed on the Datchworth War Memorial.

His name appears on a family gravestone in Tewin St Peters churchyard and h
is also honoured on an elevated paiigb) of the Menin Gate at Ypres.

A rose was placed at the foot of the panel in May 2014.

Walter's name on panel 56 of the Menin Gate Roseplaced at the foot of the panel
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