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DATCHWORTH PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON 12th February 2018 

AT 7.30pm IN DATCHWORTH VILLAGE HALL 
 

PRESENT: 
 
Chairman – Mr C Wilkins  
 
Councillors  –  Mr T Charles    Mr M Quarmby  
   Mr F Pearman   Mrs J Boakes     Mrs S Miller   
   
In Attendance – Mrs T Hassan (Clerk)  

 Mr Terry Babbs (Resident)  
 
       
1.  Apologies for absence – Cllrs V Marshall, T. Stowe, F Chambers, M. Tebbutt 
 
 
2.  Minutes of the last meeting on 8th January 2018 – were agreed then signed as correct.   
 
3.  Matters Arising from previous Meeting 
 
3.1 Turkey Farm land lease renewal – Cllr. Charles is awaiting proposals from the surveyor. 
 
3.2 Watton Road jetting update –  James Vine (Ringway) has advised they have a programme date of 7th 

March 2018 for a CCTV investigation of the highway drainage.  They will letter drop residents and install 
advance notice boards two weeks before works commence to warn them of the upcoming road closure. 

 
3.3 Speedy broadband for central Datchworth – Wendy has chased BT/Openreach again and has been
 advised that they have not been able to do the fibre feed to the cabinet as Highways has refused BT’s
 application for a traffic management notice so they can unblock and replace some damaged pipe.  They  
 further advised that due to the extensive work being carried out on the A602, which is not due to finish
 until 14th May, the work will be pushed back between 15th – 21st May for the work to be carried out to
 cabinet 7.  Wendy has asked for a map of the route.  BT have said this matter is on their priority list and 
 negotiating with highways to improve on the above date or look for an alternative solution. 
 
3.4  Christmas Tree electrics –  Quote received from Rural Service Electrical of £767 (+ £150 if soil removal 

is required). Cllr. Pearman to peruse the quote fully and bring it to the next meeting. Cllr. Charles 
suggested we obtain another quote from T & D Barrs Contractors, also a local firm.  
ACTION TINA:  Obtain a quote from T&D Barrs  

 
4.  Development Policy for Datchworth Green 
 
4.1  Plough car park  - This item was discussed in closed session. 
4.2 Cherry Tree Hall – This item was discussed in closed session.  

 
 
5.  Ongoing Items 
 
5.1  Play Areas & Orchard – Lease for Nutcroft play area land:  Wendy Ellis (EHC Estate Management & 

Asset Valuation) visited the site and took measurements and photo’s. She needs to arrange a meeting 
with the Head of Environmental Services & Leisure which will take place in approx. three weeks’. She 
will prepare a draft version of the lease to the Herts Environmental Services & Leisure, once in agreement 
of the modernisation, the lease will be forwarded to DPC.  
 

5.2  Highway Matters –  A letter had been received from Ian Walker to Ken Crofton, who had raised the 
dangers of poor signage on Baines Lane.  Cllr. T. Charles gave some background history to a previous 
accident that left considerable damage to a property on Baines Lane. The pros and cons of extra signage 
were discussed at length as well as the possibility of speed reducing signs between Swangleys Lane 
and Baines Lane.  It was felt that it would be good to get a Highways representative to ‘walk the ground’ 
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with a few Councillors.   ACTION TINA:  email Ken Crofton & Ian Walker to arrange this.   
Cllrs T. Charles & M. Quarmby happy to assist in this.   

 
5.3  Planning Policies – East Herts District Plan. Cllr. T Charles reported that Category 2 villages would 

benefit from the Plan since it means it takes away any chance of moving boundaries, the emphasis would 
be on Category 1 villages, so good news for Datchworth. 

 
5.4  Sports Club  

Private  Road Agreement – possible dates for a meeting are being arranged.  
 
Redundant equipment – Cllr. S. Miller highlighted that there was redundant equipment on the rugby 
field behind the village hall  which was both dilapidated and unsightly and was concerned at the safety 
element if any children were to play on it.   
ACTION Chairman & Cllr T. Charles to raise this at the next meeting. 

 
Rugby Parking –  the recent extensive parking along Brookbridge Lane was brought up again and it 
was suggested that it would be a good plan to have a working party set up to look at this in greater detail.  
ACTION Chairman – to raise this at the next meeting with the Sports Club. 

 
 Driving on the Green - Cllr. Pearman stated that the village green had been driven on several times 

of late and Woody would repair any damage once the weather is dryer. There is no action for DPC at 
this time. 
 

5.5  Parish Paths Partnership – Nothing to report.  
 
5.6  Inter-Village Liaison  

The Chairman explained that the last BGJMC Meeting was not quorate and to avoid this taking place in 
the future, it was requested that Cllr. J. Boakes would stand in as a substitute which she kindly accepted.  

  

 Lodge Farm –  Nothing to report  

 

 15 Orchard Road – The Statutory Declaration is yet to be signed by resident.   

ACTION Chairman continue to chase.  

 

 White van parked by Rule Yard gate – The Chairman had been in contact with Carol Earl (point of 

contact from DVLA) in an effort to move the van.  She was advised that it needed mechanical intervention 

to progress this but the owner of the van had also been identified which prevented them from  removing 

it at this stage.  Due to confidentiality, she could not divulge any further details of the owner and it seems 

the van will not be moved in the near future.   

ACTION Chairman to contact EHC to see if any progress can be made to resolve this issue.    

 

 Bin collection point – The Bin in Whitehorse pub car park is now in situ. 

 

 New Litter Picker for Bulls Green/Burnham Green -  This is now not necessary as the bin has been 

placed in Whitehorse pub car park, so Ray is happy to continue emptying the bins in the area. 

 

 Ascot Rail damage – approval received from WPC. The Clerk has instructed Ian from Russell Fencing 

to go ahead with the repair at a cost of £237 (£117.50 per council).  He advised on the 1st February it 

would take approx. 10 days for the birdmouth posts to arrive and he will commence work soon after. 

ACTION TINA – Contact Ian again in approximately 10 days for a follow up 

 

 Grass on crossroads at Burnham Green –The Chairman reported that Carly, a neighbour, had offered 

to cut the grass near her house, on the crossroads of BG, consequently Stuart Kirkham had been advised 

via email that he no longer needs to cut this area. The Chairman expressed his thanks at this kind offer. 

 

 Pancake Race - Tuesday 13th February on Burnham Green (arranged by All Saints Church) 

5.7   Village Hall – nothing to report  
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5.8  Police/Neighbourhood Watch – Cllr. J. Boakes advised there had been a break-in on Burnham Green  
 Road and had stated that criminal incidents in East Herts has increased.  Extra due diligence by residents 

is paramount – ACTION Cllr. Miller to put a warning article in parish magazine.  
 
5.9  Trees  
 

Mr Terry Babbs (resident), who was present during the meeting, expressed his concern at the recent 
pruning of Oak trees on the land between Raffin Close & Raffin Park and the lack of safety he evidenced 
during a walk with his daughter. He had spoken with both Cllrs. Pearman and Charles this morning and 
attended the meeting to reiterate his concerns, outlined below:- 
 
1. Why was severe pruning (30% in his estimation) being carried out to healthy Oak Trees? 
2. What process/decision making had led to this pruning? 
3. How are the residents considered? 
4. Safety – he felt that there were inadequate measures in place, informing members of the public that 

tree cutting was being carried out and subsequently, that a safe scheme of work was not employed. 
 

Cllr. Pearman had visited the site at 9am on Monday 12th February and saw a warning sign indicating 
tree work and a member of the contracting team stationed at either end of the path and was satisfied 
with both the pruning taking place and the safety element. He informed Mr Babbs that the pruning was a 
result of the Risk Assessment carried out in October 2017 with himself and Cllr. F. Chambers.  He 
reassured Mr Babbs that the pruning may look worse than it is due to there being no leaves on the trees 
at the moment, but this pruning would result in the tree being far healthier in a year’s time.   Mr Babbs 
has asked to see the Risk Assessment which was undertaken at that time.      
ACTION Cllr. Pearman to pass a copy of the Risk Assessment to Mr Babbs & ensure contractors 
have proper safeguards in place for future cutting/pruning of trees. 
 
Tree at 3 Raffin Green Lane – Gingko Biloba – Further to concerns Cllr. F. Chambers expressed at 
the last meeting (8th January) about the above tree, Cllr. T. Stowe had been in contact with Tracy Clarke 
Arboricultural Officer, at EHC.  She advised that it was unlikely a TPO would be placed on this tree until 
and if, the new owners put in planning permission.  It was therefore decided that no action be taken 
unless a planning proposal is received in the future. 

 
 
6.  Planning  

Applications 5th Jan to 12th Feb 2018 
 

New Applications 
  
3/18/0058/HH - 9 Orchard Road,  Tewin, Welwyn, Hertfordshire AL6 0HE.    Single storey rear Extension  
3/18/0073/HH  - 2A Raffin Park,  Datchworth, Knebworth, Hertfordshire SG3 6RR. Conv. of garage to habitable 
accom. single storey front ext.  incorpor. new garage, new ground floor side window opening, ext. of existing first 
floor, side dormer window, alterations to ground floor fenestration.  
3/18/0151/HH -17 Burnham Green Road, Datchworth, Knebworth, Hertfordshire SG3 6SE. Single storey rear 
extension and front porch, side extensions to first floor (Amended scheme). Reduced proposal from prior refused 
householder application - 3/17/2619/HH.   
                                                                                         

Applications Withdrawn 
  
3/17/2771/HH - 95 Datchworth Green, Datchworth, Knebworth, Hertfordshire SG3 6TL . Single storey side 
extension and porch. 
3/17/2449/HH - 95 Datchworth Green. Datchworth. Knebworth. Hertfordshire SG3 6TL. Demolition of 
conservatory.  Single storey side and rear extension and replacement porch.  
  

Planning applications approved by East Herts Council 
  
3/17/2317/FUL - Land Adj 4 Datchworth Green, Datchworth, Knebworth, Hertfordshire SG3 6TL. Change of 
use and extension of existing public house car park and part of an existing residential garden to create new 
community car park, incorporating new hard surfacing, vehicle access/crossover, cycle parking and detached 
double garage. 
3/17/2667/HH - 81 Nutcroft, Datchworth, Knebworth, Hertfordshire SG3 6TQ. Proposed first floor rear extension 
and single storey front and side extension.                                  
3/17/2650/FUL - 95 Datchworth Green, Datchworth, Knebworth, Hertfordshire SG3 6TL.  Proposed new 
dwelling with integral single garage and demolition of existing conservatory.  
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Planning applications refused by East Herts Council 
  
3/17/2706/HH - 17 Hawkins Hall Lane, Datchworth, Knebworth, Hertfordshire SG3 6TF. Two-storey side 
extension and single-storey ground floor front and rear extensions.   Reasons: the proposed extension would 
result in disproportionate additions to the original building and would amount to inappropriate development in the 
Green Belt and would adversely impact on openness. The proposal would therefore be contrary to the National 
Planning Policy Framework. 
3/17/2808/FUL - Harwood Park Crematorium, Watton Road, Stevenage SG2 8XT. Construction of Timber 
Octagonal Canopy to act as a covered grieving area. Reasons: the proposed building would be sited in an 
intrusive and prominent position within the site which would result in a loss of openness which would be harmful 
to the Green Belt and would therefore constitute inappropriate development. The proposed development is 
therefore contrary to policy GBC1 of the East Herts Local Plan Second Review April 2007 and section 9 of 
the National Planning Policy Framework 

  
 
6.1 Land registrations of common land – Nothing to report. 
 
6.2 2 Bury Lane, Datchworth – Cllr. T. Charles reported that the  owners are wanting to move forward with 

planning permission and wanted to know DPC’s opinions regarding access for services.   A meeting with 
the owner is being arranged to discuss further.  

 
7.  Clerk’s Main Correspondence & Reports – nothing to report 
 
7.1  Dog waste bin at school end of church path – The new dog bin has now been fitted and EHC have 

been informed to add it to their collection rota. Cllr. T. Charles stated that it was now wobbling but has 
been in contact with Kevin who will put it right.  Also, it was suggested that it would be beneficial to put a 
sign near the school litter bin, to say ‘No Dog Waste here’.  
ACTION TINA – pass some suitable wording to Cllr. T. Charles so that he can create a sign   
ACTION Cllr. Charles – await wording then create sign and place on the Litter Bin. 

  
7.2 Date for Annual Parish Meeting  -  24th April at 8pm in the small hall. 

ACTION TINA – to book small hall with Alison Draper.  
 
8.  Financial Report    
 
Bank Balance @ 08 Jan 2018      
Current A/c        3410.86  
Deposit A/c                45965.01    £49,375.87 
 
Income: 
History book sale            30.00 
Donation                  270,000.00   
Bank Interest                0.00   £270,030.00 
           
Expenditure: 
Unity Bank – quarterly service charge       0.00 
Net Commerce Solutions (Website hosting renewal) 216.00 
Glasdon UK Ltd (Dog Bin)    297.90 
Kevin Taylor (Dog Bin fitting)      40.00    
Wendy Prowle Reg & Title Plan View        6.00 
Nockolds Solicitors (Plough car park)         262,500.00    
NEST Pensions (Bank Transfer)       23.22 
Salaries & Expenses – Feb                1160.52    £264243.64 
      
Balance          £ 55162.23 
 
Represented by: 
Current A/c        £9197.22 
Deposit A/c      £45,965.01   £55162.23 
 
Income awaited: 
£  4159.66 VAT to be reclaimed 
£      62.76 Bowls Club water cont. 
£ 4221.42 TOTAL to come @ 9 Feb 2018 
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9.  Councillors Reports  
 

Shop at  Datchworth Green - many councillors commented that the outside of the shop was looking a 
lot tidier of late. 

 
Cars parked  around 48a & 48b Hawkins Lane – It was stated that cars are still parked  around these 
properties.  Some have even been clamped but the problem continues.  ACTION Chairman to contact 
EHC to ascertain the activities at the above properties and the reason for so many cars. 

 
Fairtrade Coffee Mornings in All Saints Church Hall – Sunday 25th February at 10.30-11.15am & 
Sunday 4th March – 10.45-12noon. The focus for this year’s Fairtrade Fortnight is ‘Helping hidden 
entrepreneurs invest in a brighter future’ 

 
10.  District Councillors Report – New Homes Bonus – written report provided by Dist Cllr. T. Stowe 
 
New Homes Bonus 
Following a letter sent out to all Parish & Town Councils in January 2018 from EHDC Finance Department 
regarding New Homes Bonus (NHB), many queries and concerns that the NHB would no longer be available to 
Parish & Town Councils arose.  However, this is not the case, although NHB is not a guaranteed funding resource 
from Central Government and can be withdrawn at any time, which would not require any formal legislation, it is 
also important to remember in the past few years this funding has reduced from 6 to 4 years. It is possible that 
the NHB will be withdrawn further by Central Government in future years and therefore no reliance should be put 
upon the NHB for future financial planning.  The NHB grant funding for Parish and Town Councils will continue, 
25% of all the NHB funding received will be ring-fenced for use by Parish & Town Councils in accordance with 
the policy set out in the Executive Meeting papers of 6th September 2011. The Medium Term Financial Plan for 
2018/19 onwards specifically references that the NHB will not be used to fund any EHDC budget gaps. It is 
important to remember that the NHB contributions coming from Central Government will be used for one off 
projects and not to go into the general fund as there is uncertainty regarding the length of time it will be made 
available to District Councils. It is also important to remember that the parish precept is not funded by East Herts 
District Council, but by the council tax payers within your parish.  
 
East Herts District Plan   
There was an Extraordinary Council Meeting on Tuesday 6th Feb to seek agreement to publish ‘Main 
Modifications’ to the East Herts District Plan for a six week period of consultation, this was successfully agreed 
by Council. This will be published on the website and sent out to all stakeholders for comments.  
 
 
  
 
 
 

Date of Next Meeting 
  

12th March 2018 @ 7.30pm 
 
 

The meeting closed at 8.50pm 
 


