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DRAFT  

  

DATCHWORTH PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Held on 10th September 2018 
 

AT 7.30pm IN DATCHWORTH VILLAGE HALL 
 

Present: 
 

Chairman – Mr C. Wilkins 
Councillors  –  Mrs V. Marshall, Mrs S Miller, Mrs J. Boakes, Mrs F. Chambers,  
   Mr T. Stowe, Mr T. Charles, Mr M. Quarmby 
In Attendance    Mrs T Hassan (Clerk)  

   
   

1.  Apologies for absence – Mr F. Pearman & Mr M. Tebbutt 
 
2.  Minutes of the last meeting on 9th July – were agreed then signed as correct.   
 
3.  Matters Arising from previous Meeting 
 
3.1 Turkey Farm land lease renewal – Four firms have been approached for their fees, relating 

to the value of the land. 
 
3.3 Speedy broadband for central Datchworth – Mrs Prowle conveyed via written 

communication to the Clerk that this was now up and running and many residents have 
signed up.  However, Cllr. V. Marshall reported that Bramfield Road appeared not to be 
working.   Clerk:   Investigate  

 
3.4  Village Hall Car Park sewage pot hole  -  It was reported that Cllr. F. Pearman had filled the 

hole temporarily. Further to this, Cllr. T. Charles had spoken to the Village Hall Chairman 
regarding the drainage connection across Village Hall land and it was agreed between the two, 
to proceed to the next stage. 

 
3.5 Play equipment at the Turkey Farm Recreation ground -  It was reported that the resident 

who had initially got involved, had informed the Council that she was not in a position to pursue 
this venture until Spring 2019, due to a change in personal circumstances.  Cllr. T. Charles 
enquired as to whether we should apply for a Grant (deadline 15th October) but it was agreed 
to delay this until next year.  The more important issue was to ascertain where exactly the new 
play area would be located within the Turkey Farm, which would focus on providing equipment 
for younger children.  This would definitely need to be surrounded by fencing for safety, with a 
spring gate. There seemed to be 2 main possible options; near the memorial garden or near 
the corner of the Leisure Plots, however, what derived out of these discussions is that ultimately 
the residents should decide the exact location.  Following on from this, Cllr. S. Miller raised the 
question whether the Leisure Plot holders would be interested in taking over the maintenance 
of the Memorial Garden. Clerk:  Email Leisure Plot holders and test responses.  

  
3.6 Damaged Climbing Frame – The Clerk reported that the missing bars had now been repaired 

by Bunyan’s. 
 
 Damaged Basketball Hoop near Clubhouse – Cllr. M. Quarmby reported that he felt that  

Bunyan’s could just repair the backboard and attach the original hoop back onto it.    
 Action Clerk -  to obtain a quote from Bunyan’s for the cost of this work. 
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3.7 Noise of Planes from Luton Airport – The Chairman had been in contact with the local MP, 

who in turn contacted Cllr. F. Chambers, but she was still unhappy with the outcome.  The Clerk 
reported that she had emailed Cllr. Chambers details of two Open Surgeries, to discuss the 
plane noise issue, but these were too far away to Datchworth.  Action Clerk -  Email the 
department who sent the email and ask for an Open Surgery to cover Datchworth, 
Knebworth and Woolmer Green, copying Stephen McParland into it. 

 
4.  Development Policy for Datchworth Green 
 
4.1 Cherry Tree Hall – c/f to next meeting – Discussed in CLOSED SESSION  
 
5.  Ongoing Items 
 
5.1  Play Areas & Orchard – Cllr. V. Marshall reported that she had visited the Turkey Farm to 

ascertain the condition of the trees in the Orchard, following 2 emails, from two separate local 
residents.  One resident was concerned about the heaviness of the branches on the Trees 
and their poor condition and the other about the apples which had fallen from the trees and 
gone to waste.  It was agreed that next year, we should offer the apples that fall from the 
trees, as a Fundraising exercise to local organisations.  Action Cllr. V. Marshall to diarise 
this for next year & report back to the two residents who had made the initial enquiries. 

 Action Cllrs Chambers & Pearman – to re-visit  both sites & if needed to include these 
trees in the winter pruning schedule. 

 
 Nutcroft Lease  - Discussed in Closed Session 
 
5.2 Highways – Cllr. T. Stowe reported that Ian Walker had chased up Highways about the 

dangers on Swangleys Lane but the funds were not available to add any extra signage at the 
present time.   

 
 Road Closures – Cllr. T. Charles raised concern regarding the the non-involvement of 

knowledgable local residents when planning road closures within Datchworth.  Recently there 
had been some dangerous and illogical diversions.  Action Clerk -  To contact Ken Crofton 
to arrange a meeting between members of the Parish and the officer who plans road 
diversions to discuss a strategy to involve residents for their local knowledge, on a 
long term basis. 

  
5.3 Planning Policies  -  Cllr. T. Stowe reported that the Local District Plan had been ruled 

sound by the inspector and the next step was its adoption, at a meeting which would take 
place on the 11th September. He also stated that several Group 1 Parishes were drawing up 
their Neighbourhood Plans (e.g. Brafing). 

 Query over Permitted Development – Cllr. T. Charles asked Cllr. T. Stowe to convey to the 
District Council, whether they could be more open when it came to planning applications 
around permitted development and that there needed to be some changes in the regulations.  
Two recent examples of applications that had been refused, with no real logical reason was 
‘Tara Cottage’ and ‘5  Brookbridge Lane’.  Action Cllr. T. Stowe – to raise this at the next 
District Council Planning Meeting. 

 
5.4  Sports Club Access Road - Confirmation from the residents regarding the fact that they are 

responsible for the upkeep/maintenance of the Access Road is still awaited. Cllr. T. Charles 
explained to the Council that each household’s insurance policy should have a residual liability 
on it, covering the Access Road.  Action Cllr. T. Charles – chase up Bruno on this issue. 

 
5.5 Complaint – Noise nuisance from local resident re Sports Club – Following a meeting on 

the 10th August, with the Sports Club, the Chairman, Cllrs. T. Charles and T.  Stowe, regarding 
the noise complaint, it was ascertained that apart from the event on the Green that evening, 
there were also two other events taking place contemporaneously; one in the direction of the 
Village Hall and the other in the Plough, which resulted in more noise than usual.  However, it  
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was agreed to avoid any further potential problems and upset to residents, various 
conditions would be set in place when arranging events on the Green, listed below: 

 
The Sports Club would need to obtain permission from the Parish Council for any events  
which required the erection of a marquee or a license for music. (not to exceed 11pm)  The   
dates will be put in our Minutes and also published in the Magazine, giving plenty of notice 
to residents as well as providing a public record.  

 
5.6  Parish Paths Partnership  - nothing to report 
5.7 Village Hall -   nothing to report 
5.8  Police/Neighbourhood Watch -  nothing to report 
 
5.9 Trees - Following on from the question raised at the last meeting, regarding the ownership of 

the trees in Meadow Close, the Clerk had received confirmation in writing from Richard Knight, 
from HCC that they owned these trees and he emailed her a schedule for both pruning and 
some removal later in the Autumn. This schedule was sent to both Cllrs. Pearman & Chambers 
and the local resident who had initially made a complaint.  

 
 Hedges along Brookbridge Lane  - the Clerk reported these had been cut recently. 
 
 Lifting of Trees following annual Risk Assessment – the Clerk reported that Kirkham’s had 

provided a quote for this but it was decided to hold off proceeding for the present time. 
 
5.10  The Plough Car Park – Cllr. T. Charles reported that an Action Plan has been put in place:- 
 

1.   Detailed drawings had already been drafted for the building control & discharging of  
landscape, through HPS at a cost of £1,000.  Further suggestions were sought from the 
donor, owners of the pub, the Chairman and Cllr. F. Pearman. 

2.   A Lease needs to be drawn up and agreed between the Parish and the owners of the pub.  
3.   A Lease needs to be drafted with the Donor. 
4.   The Parish needs to obtain costings from 3 different contractors for the works. 
5.   The Chairman to pursue the issue of new Bye-Laws from Old Welwyn – Chair to chase.    
6.   A Management Programme needed to be finalised before opening the Car Park including  
      consideration of the following points:      
      4 Bays assigned for bicycles with time restrictions between 8am-8pm controlled by bollards 
      Gate at the entrance or a chain – dependent upon the Bye-Laws 
      CCTV at a cost of £5K (for 4 cameras) was discussed but not widely embraced 
 

5.11 Club Cottage Mobile Homes – The Chairman reported that a further 5 mobile homes had  
been added to the 7 already in situ. However, it was emphasised that these should be for the 
use of short term occupancy, as the Licence of 1968 outlines and not to be marketed as 
permanent residences. There are ongoing investigations into the development on this site. 
 
Discrepancy regarding the naming of Club Cottage – the Chairman reported that he had 
sent numerous emails to EHC regarding the original Club Cottage losing its name, following 
new procedures which were set in place in 2001. Despite the Chairman’s best efforts, it seems 
that EHC were not willing to change their position on this issue. 
 

6. Inter-Village Liaison/BGJM 
 
6.1 Bulls Green erosion -  Action Cllr. J. Boakes to report at next meeting regarding the seeding 

of the built up bank in the Autumn as agreed in the June meeting. 
 
6.2 Lodge Farm, new driveway access  -  keep a look out for planning application.  
 
6.3 Burnham Green traffic calming – The Chairman reported that there was insufficient evidence, 

in EHC’s opinion that proved that the ‘smiley face, calming signs’ were needed.  However, it 
was reported that cllrs. would be taking speeds of traffic over the coming weeks. 
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6.4 Unauthorised parking – The Chairman reported the application for change of use has now 
 expired regarding the parking/storage of 30/40 cars behind the new development and pub. 
 
6.5 2 White Horse Lane – cordoned off section – the Chairman reported that he was still in 

contact with Sarah who is dealing with this issue.  The problem is that cars are being parked 
on common land and blocking pedestrians from using this area.  

  
 8 White Horse Lane – The Chairman reported that there were still 2 cars parked here and he 

had received a reply from DVLA asking for further details of the cars.  Action Chairman to 
follow this up and report back at next meeting. 

 
6.6 White Horse Farm – this has formally been registered as ‘Burgess Place’, which was the 

suggestion from Cllr. F. Pearman. Well done a success. 
 
6.7 Terms of Reference – The Chairman reported that from May 2019, Welwyn Parish Council 

would be the Lead Parish for Burnham Green Joint Management Committee.  It was agreed 
between the Clerks of Datchworth and Welwyn that the clerking of these Minutes will be 
managed by the Lead Parish Clerk, for a period of 4 years at a time, starting with WPC. 

 
6.8 Noticeboard outside old Tebbutt Shop Burnham Green – The Chairman had received an 

email from the owner of the shop, (to be a Beauty Salon) regarding the removal of the 
noticeboard outside the shop.  It was agreed that this was now in such bad need of repair and 
the use of it defunct due to the website that it was best that this was removed.  The owner is 
happy to facilitate this -  Action Clerk:  Please email to give the go ahead. 

 
6.9 Complaint re missing Christmas Tree at BG - a local resident had sent an email to the Clerk, 

raising the issue of why Burnham Green does not have a Christmas Tree like Datchworth.  It 
was reported by all councillors present that Mark Butcher (Owner of the Horns Pub) organises 
the Christmas tree annually as well as Carols.  Also Burnham Green does have a Christmas 
tree.  Action Clerk – to advise resident accordingly. 

 
7. Planning (Cllr. V. Marhall’s report) 
 
7.1 Report of new applications, refusals, approvals & appeals – (below).   

The August Planning Report was emailed to councillors and the Magazine due to the sheer 
number of applications and this will continue for future months, where there is no meeting. 

 
7.2 Land Registration of common land   - c/f to next meeting 
 
7.3 2 Bury Lane, Datchworth – Cllr. T. Charles to continue pursue discussions with the agent 

representing the owners.  Other discussions continued in Closed Session 
 

Applications 8th August - 10th September 2018 
 

New Applications 
 
3/18/1785/HH - 3 Beechcroft Datchworth Knebworth Herts SG3 6SP. 
Construction of single-storey rear and side extensions - (13/09/18) * 
 
3/18/1903/FUL - All Saints Primary School 25 Hollybush Lane Datchworth Knebworth Herts. 
Proposed extension to the school playground using permeable dark grey tarmac. (26/09/18) * 
 
3/18/1894/HH - 11 Burnham Green Road Datchworth Knebworth Hertfs SG3 6SE. 
 Erection of side garage (26/09/18) * 
 
3/18/1891/HH - 3 Foldingshott Datchworth Knebworth Hertfordshire SG3 6SR.Erection of single-
storey side extension and raising of proposed and existing kitchen walls by 140mm (27/09/18) *  
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Applications approved by East Herts Council 
 
3/18/1414/HH PROPOSAL: Proposed dormer to front roof. AT: 11 Burnham Green Road Datchworth 
Knebworth Hertfs SG3 6SE 
 
3/18/1409/HH PROPOSAL. 7 Wheatcotes Datchworth Knebworth Herts SG3 6TP -  Install pair of 
wooden doors to front elevation; Extend existing driveway up to workshop; removal of an internal wall  
 
3/18/1484/HH - Ashmount 7 Baines Lane Datchworth Knebworth Hertfordshire.  
Demolition of conservatory and construction of single storey extension. 
 
3/18/1477/HH -  60 Bury Lane Datchworth Knebworth Herts SG3 6SS - Construction of new roof on 
the small studio space linked to the bedroom, new window to south east elevation; new entrance for  
new door. 
 
3/18/1565/VAR - White Horse Farm White Horse Lane Burnham Green Welwyn Hertfordshire 
Variation of Conditions 2 (approved plans) and 11 (Retention of parking) of planning permission 
3/17/2611/VAR - Demolition of commercial building and the erection of 4no. dwellings - site plan 
updated relating to treatment on the Common Land across which the site is accessed.  
 
3/18/1625/HH  - 23 Raffin Green Lane Datchworth Knebworth Hertfordshire SG3 6RJ . 
Erection of a two bay oak framed detached domestic garage.  
 

Applications refused by East Herts Council 
 
3/18/1360/FUL - 5 Brookbridge Lane Datchworth Knebworth Herts SG3 6SU. Demolition of existing 
dwelling and garage & erection of replacement dwelling. The proposed replacement dwelling would 
be materially larger than the  existing dwelling it replaces.   
 
3/18/1496/HH - 99 Datchworth Green Datchworth Knebworth Hertfs SG3 6TL. Single storey side 
extension to garage. The proposed extension, cumulatively with previous additions to  the dwelling, 
would disproportionately alter  the size of the original  building.  
 

Planning Appeal 
 

41 Burnham Green Road Burnham Green Welwyn Hertfordshire LPA Appeal Reference: 
18/00081/REFUSE. If you wish to follow the appeal you can look up the appeal documentation and 
decision on the government’s national planning website – www.planningportal.gov.uk/pcs using the 
reference APP/J1915/D/18/3206393.  The Planning Inspectorate aim to decide the  
appeal within 8 weeks of the start date which is 28th August 2018.   
 
8. Financial Report  
 
8.1 September Finance update – see below 
8.2 August Finance report – emailed last month. Future Finance Reports will be emailed before 

the meeting on the day, so it can be perused beforehand.  
 
8.3 Conclusion of Audit  - The Clerk reported that this had now been received by the external 
 Auditors, PJK Littlejohn and uploaded onto the website, in accordance with legislation.  Some 

discussion arose following the unusually high invoice issued by the external auditors and the 
Clerk explained that the charges were set in relation to bands of income/expenditure and due 
to the fact that our income exceeded £300K in the last financial year resulted in a higher audit 
bill than usual.  The councillors were unhappy about this level of charging, simply because 
this had arisen over a one-off income donation.   Action Clerk:  to write to the External 
Audit Office explaining we feel the cost levied was unfair and report response back at 
next meeting. 

 
8.4 Finance Meeting to discuss setting Budget 19/20 – Monday 15th October at 8pm.   Action 

Clerk – Book Committee Hall with Alison Draper 

http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/pcs
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Finance Report  - SEPTEMBER  
 

Bank Balance @ 9 JULY 2018    
Current A/c      £ 2,451.77        
Deposit A/c     £44,711.41       
TOTAL (of both current & deposit a/c’s)  £47,163.18     
 
Income: 
Bank Interest     £       0.00 
Total Income     £       0.00      

       
Expenditure: September 
PKF Ext. Auditors    £  960.00 
Kirkham Grass – July & August  £1508.90 
Kirkham Grass – BG – July & Aug  £  309.98 
Andrews Hedge cutting BB Lane  £    50.00 
Bunyans – repair climbing frame  £  276.00 
HMRC – quarterly tax bill   £  377.80 
Salaries – September   £  546.09 
Total Expenditure    £4028.77  
                                      
Balance @ 10 September 2018  £43134.41   
         
Represented by: 
Current A/c      £1423.00      
Deposit A/c     £41,711.41       
TOTAL (both accounts)   £43,134.41    
 
Transfer of £3000 from D/A to C/A 
Income awaited: 
£1,006.74     (VAT last fin. Year £1006.74 17/18) 
£3498.51    (VAT this fin. Year 18/19) 
£156.88    Bowls Club Water contribution  
 
 
 
9.  Clerk’s Main Correspondence & Reports  
 

9.1  Complaint re Sports Club Pond  - this has now been cleared and now has a fence around it.  

9.2   Litter bin outside the Plough Pub  -   new bin installed outside the Pub.  The base at Nutcroft  
        needs to be more secure and needs cementing.  The Litter Picker commented that the Bin  
        by Burnham Green & Bulls Green needed cement to make the base more secure.  He          
        also made the suggestion that the bin in Burnham Green play area should be replaced.  
        Action Cllr. Boakes - to check out and report back at next meeting.  
       
9.3   Broken Basketball near Clubhouse – It has now transpired that the backboard needs              

replacing/repair and the existing hoop can be fixed to it.   Action Clerk – obtain a quote from 

Bunyan’s for this repair and email to councillors, before any commitment.  

9.4   Risk Assessments – The Clerk reported  that these were nearly complete, apart  from the    
Village Signs needing checking.   Action Chairman – to check the signs within the Village 
and report back at next meeting.   
The Clerk reported that she had still not seen sight of the Insurance Policies for both the Bowls 
and the Sports Club.  Action Clerk – chase this up again giving a deadline of 14 days.  
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9.5  Insurance Renewal – The Clerk reported that she had received the annual insurance quote 
from Came & Co, amounting to £1,248.00. She sought the Councillors opinions if they were 
happy with this quote or did they want to obtain a quote from other companies.  The concensus 
was to stay with Came & Co.  Action Clerk – pass  invoice for payment next month.  

 
 

9.6  Quote for Benches -  The Clerk reported that following the Risk Assessments, it had come to 
light that a lot of the benches were in bad condition and could do with a revamp.  She had 
received a quote from a local firm which was over £4,000.  Due to the high cost of this repair, 
councillors felt that this was not a viable option and alternatives needed to be sought.  One 
suggestion was the idea of asking a local resident, who has experience and knowledge in this 
area, whether he had an apprentice who could be used to repair them.  Another suggestion was 
to put an article in the local magazine for donations of new benches/partly-new.  The last 
suggestion was to obtain quotes from Glasdons and other companies to see if the benches could 
be replaced on a rolling programme.  Action Clerk – obtain quotes for 2/3 seater benches 
from 2 companies and report costs at next meeting.  

 

9.7  DIY details – The Clerk reported that she had obtained details from WPC for a DIY company,         
MPS Facilities, they use to repair playground equipment.   Items in need of       repair following the 
Playground Inspection – to be discussed at the next meeting.   Action Clerk: Put on the Agenda. 

 

9.8 Phone Expenses – The Clerk informed the councillors that the phone that she has been         

using since her appointment does not serve the needs of the role adequately and her phone bill 

would be included as expenses from September.  The sum is approximately £12.39 inc. VAT.  

9.9 Interest  - the Clerk reported that the interest rate had increased to 0.40% from August on  
     the savings account.  

  
10. Councillor’s Reports  - Cllr. J. Boakes reported to Cllr. S. Miller that grit was needed for  
 Cotsfoot Lane – Action S. Miller to progress this request with the necessary body 
 

Elections  -  Cllr. V. Marshall reported that she had prepared an article for this and the 
Chairman would be the contact. 
 
Chairman reported that he was away from 16th September – 2nd October. 
 

 
12. District Councillor Report:  nothing to report 
 
  

Meeting closed at 10pm   

    
  Date of Next Meeting:  8th October 2018 @ 7.30pm 
 
 

Finance Committee 
Finance Meeting:  15th October @ 8.00pm 


